
Grant Union High School 
Home of the Pacers



Brief History of Grant Union High School

Ninety years of Legend and Legacy



Sacramento’s First High School
Sacramento High School (1856)



Sacramento’s Second High School
San Juan High School (1913)



1932 Sacramento and North Sacramento

x



1930’s North Sacramento Elementary School 
Districts 

• Robla
• Elverta
• Del Paso
• Rio Linda
• North Sacramento
• Hagginwood

New High School District Formed 1931



What to Name the High School?

• 1844 Rancho Del Paso Land Grant
• 1862 Sold to James Ben Ali Haggin
• 1905 Largest Horse Breeding Ranch (Ben Ali Stables)
• Sold to Sacramento Valley Colonization Company that became the 

1910 North Sacramento Land Company
• High School Board names high school in recognition of the original 

Rancho Del Paso Land Grant and the founding school districts
• “Grant Union High School” is born



Mascot: Pacer for Life

“Phantoms”
Original Mascot of Grant Union High School 

“PACERS” 
Changed by a request from the  student body to 
commemorate the championship thoroughbred 
racehorses bred at the Ben Ali Stables



Grant Union High School 1932
Phase 1: Chicken Coops



Work Progress Administration Project (WPA)
First School In California

Groundbreaking 1931                        Dedication 1935



WPA Additional Classrooms 1937 and 1938



Additional WPA Projects

Community Swimming Pool (1934)



Additional WPA Project
Football Stadium (1939) 



Unique Features:
Radio Studio and Broadcast Station



Unique Features:

Wurlitzer Theater Pipe Organ 



Unique Features:

Gym                                                         Auditorium with Balcony



Spanish Influenced Architecture 



World War II and Grant Union High School



World War II and Grant Union High School
1942 

Grant Union  High School Cadet Corps                   Girls Glee in front of Sand Bagged Auditorium 



World War II and Grant Union High School
Grant Technical School 1942 (Across the Street from Grant High Campus)

One of 5 high schools in the nation selected for Aeronautical Training  
Program 



World War II and Grant Union High School 

Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp (WAAC) 1943



Grant Technical  College 

Grant Technical School became Grant Technical College (1945)
Ground School for flight training
Purchase 4 Planes

P38 Lightening
P51 Mustang
B17 Flying Fortress
B24 Liberator



Junior College Bound
Grant Technical College became American River Junior College (1955)
American River Junior College Moved to current location (1958)

American River Junior College became a part of the 
Los Rios Community College District (1965)



Norte Del Rio High School (1955)

Post War baby boom and residential development 
Increased school enrollments

Instant Cross Town Rivalry: Thanksgiving Day Football Tradition



Empty Nests close Norte
Community Matures and  Birthrate Declines

Norte Becomes Martin Luther King Technology Academy (1982)

Del Paso Junior High becomes West Campus of Grant Union High



Changes on Campus

Stadium renovated named in honor of first principal and 
superintendent of schools, William Rutherford (1994/2006)



Changes on Campus

Arson strikes Boy’s Gym and Wurlitzer Theater Organ (1973)
Both rebuilt and ready for use (1974)



Changes on Campus

Alumni Museum opens ( 1997)



Changes on Campus

Athletic Training Center Opened (2012) 



Changes on Campus

Stadium Field dedicated to Coach Mike Alberghini (2015)



Changes on Campus

Pacer Plaza opens (2019)



Changes on Campus

Competition Pool replaces Community Pool (2017)



Changes on Campus

• Community Sports Complex opens Fall (2022)



Grant Union High School Academic Hub
2100 Students 90%+ Graduation Rate    26 Languages 

AP Courses (20+)
English World Languages     Social Sciences

Mathematics Science
Academies (CTE)

A.R.T.S. AVID                              Criminal Justice

Health/Sports JROTC Environmental Sciences 

UCD Partnership (4) Dual Community College Enrollment (ARC) 



Grant Union High School Community Hub

Martin Luther King Celebration Center
COVID 19 testing center
Youth Athletic Leagues
Tax Preparation Assistance 



Athletic Powerhouse

League Championships
Section Championships
Division Championships
State Championships

State Champs 1988 & 89

1st State Champs 2008



Grant Union High 
School Alumni
27,566 since 1932

Education

Military Service

Public Safety

Medicine

Research

Business

Fine Arts

Performing Arts

Technology 

Dr. Gyasi Askia: Medicine

Jeanette Providence: Education

Tony Bacos: Technology



Grant Union High School Alumni:

Athletics: Leron Lee (1966) 

36 Football Scholarships
Drafted St. Louis Cardinals 

Played for Padres and Dodgers
1977-1987 Played in Japan

Career record for homeruns until 2018
Revolutionized Japanize baseball recruitment

1989 Batting coach World Series Winner Oakland A’s
Batting Coach Cincinnati Reds



Grant Union High School Alumni

Music: George Wright (1938) 1920-1998

Considered the most famous theater organist of 
the modern era

1940’s Played for NBC Radio programs
1950’s Recoded 20 albums (7 sold over 1m 

copies)
1960 Organist and music director for drama 
“General Hospital”
1995 Lifetime Achievement Award (ATOS)



Grant Union High School Alumni 

Community Service : Grantland Johnson (1966)  1948-2014

• 1983 Sacramento City Council
• 1986 Sacramento County Board of Supervisors
• 1992 Regional Director US Department of Health 

and Human Services
• 1999 California Secretary of Health and Human 

Services
• Grantland Johnson Soccer Field (Hagginwood Park)



Grant Union High School Alumni

Grant Union High School Alumni Association
Founded 1984
Museum/Archives
$1.5m Scholarships
Projects

• Drumline
• Bring Back the Band
• Sports Training center



Grant Union High School 
90 Years of Legend and Legacy 

We are not done writing our history
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